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NOTES OF THE NEW STATE
The negroes ul’ Ardmore celebrated
Emancipation day.

A contract has been let to . B,
Fimmerman for a $20000 Christian
church bullding at Chickasha.

Roy Huffman of Wanrika wan
drowned while crossing Beaver creel
during the recent high water,

Sherlff Oates of Woods county has
purchased two mammoth bloodhounds,
which he will us» in hunting down
criminals,

Twenty-three prisoners were  sen-
teneed at the recent term of the fed
ersd eourt at Durant.

The  eounty  commissioners  of
Wowmds county have approved the
plans for a $40,000 eourt house and
will advertise for bids, the contract to
be 1ot at the end of thirty days.

An ordinance has been introdueed
at n recent conncil mesting ot 1K)
Reno providing for a street eallway
franchise

By a pragtically unanimons vote the
Indian territory bar association has
decided to immediately unite with the
bar association of Oklahoma, the de-
tails of the amalgamation to be ar
ranged by the executive committee,

A firm by the name of Houghton &
Douglas are to ercet a eotton gin in
Guthrie to cost $9.000, It is claimed

that this will be the lareest gin in
Oklahoma,

Ardmore s to have a new park,
situated near the Santa Fe depot. A
company  under  the name  of the
Chickasaw Park association has been
organizod, The object of the newly
formed concern is to promote base
ball gnmes and other entertainments.

Attorney General Simon has ren
dored an opinlon holding that the as
‘estors of Oklahoma ecounty nre em-
powerad to fix the assessment on the
strect right of way in Oklahoma City.
It was a mooted question whether this
hady or the board of rallway nssessors
had the authority,

The new government jails in thy In-
dian Territory will be completed about
iy 1st, and as a consequence somoe-
thing ke fifty guards will lose their
st ons Heretoforae ta prisoners
have beon confined in a stockade, npon
which muards were mounted.  Steel
cages and iron bars will aow supplant
the cagle eved guards,

The Chickasaw medieal examining
bourd will meet in Avdmore July 4th
and Sth. In order to practicee in the
Indian Territory  physiclans must ho
examined by the regular boards, whieh
have exclusive autherity (o pass upoy
the qualifications of physicians.

Bleodhounds, which have  hgan on
the trall of the assassin of Dominiek
Brackin, the conl miner who was shot
while sitting near an open window
near Kreebs, have been unable to lo
eote any seent on aceonnt of the res
cont ralns and the effort will be giver
up.
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A Ltrain losd of Oklahoma wheat of
this year's evop, gathersed principally
from the wheat growlng eonntles of
Woods, Woodward, Knay, Garfleld
Grant and Logan, Is belng colleeted
by the Denver, Enld & Gulf Railway
company  for exhibition at tha St
Londs exposiilon and throughout the
eastern statoes,

OVER SIX HUNDRED PERISH
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Carrying a Load of
Sunday School Children Burns

Excursion Stcamer

UPPER DECK OF BOAT FALLS ON THRONG

The Pleasure Boat, General Slocum, Takes Fire and Burns
to Water Edge Near Brothers Island in Long Island Sound
With Nearly 1,000 Women and Children Aboard--Many

Helpless Children are Drowned in Effort to Escape

New York: One of the most appalling distresses in the history
of New Yurk..trzgm, in its immensity, dramatic in its episodes, and
he tender age of most of its victims, took place

deeply pathetic
in the East river, at the entrance

short distance of the New York shore and within sight of thousands
of persons, the majority of whom were powerless to mimimize the
By the burning to the water’s edge of
the stesmer General Slocum, a three deck excursion boat, more
than 600 pesons, the majority of whom were women and children,
were burned to death or were drowned by jumping overboard or by

extent of the catastrophe.

being thrown into the whirlpools

the frantic rush of the panic stricken passengers. The boat was
carrying a Sunday school excursion of the St. Marks Lutheran

church on the annual picnic.

NEW YORK: Six hundred per-
sons, men, women and children,
perished by the burning of the ex-
cursion steamer, General S8locum, near
Hell Gate, In the East river. The
SBlocum, with the annual BSunday
school excursion of St. Mark's Luth-
eran church of this city, on board was
procecding up the river to one of
the many resorts of Long Island.
When near One Hundred and Twenty-
fifth street persons on the boat saw
smoke and flames spring from the
upper part of the crowded steamer. A
panic ensued on the boat almost Im-
mediately, Crowds on tha forward
deck began to spring overboard or to
rush to the after part of the boat. The
screams of the terrifled passengers
could be heard on shore, and hun-
dreds of small boats immediately put
off to thelr rescue. Owing to rocks
on elther side of the channel at this
point it was impossible to reach the
vessel. The captain remalned at his
post at tha wheel and headed the ves-
sel straight up the river for North |
Brother island, where she was put
aground In shallow water. Several
hundred feet of open water still lay
between the burning steamer and the
shore, and many persons perished
c¢ither in the water or on the burning
vessel after she had been beached.

It was estimated that the steamer
carried more than 2,000 persons, She
wans the largest excursion steamer in
these waters and could accommodate
4,000 passengers.

The steamer whistle was blowing
for assistance as she came up the
river. Beveral hundred persons were
seen to jump into the water just be-
fore she headed for the North Broth-
ers Island. Her position in the water
made It impossible for those aboard
to reach land except by swimming.
An cye witness says he saw fifty or
100 persons, mostly women and chil-
dren jumped overboard. Most of the
throng were on the hurricane deck
when that portion of it collapsed.
Many must have lost their llves in
the geething ‘torrent of flame and
water. The pastor of the church, the
Rev. George C. Ephoss, was on board
with all his family and It I8 reported
that they were lost. The boat caught
fire In %iell Gate and the flames had
complete control before any move
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of Long Island Sound, within a

by the !lurching of the vessel and

could be made to check the fire,

A frightful scene followed. It was
impossible to run the boat ashore be-
cause of the Hell Gate rocks on either
slde. Nothing could be done in the
way of launching, and as the flames
advanced the passengers began to
jump overboard. Hundreds were In
the river. Many were rescued by the
tugs and other vessels, but hundreds
perished.

Several hundred bodles were
washed ashore or towed or carried In
hoats to Brothers Island. Almost
every other woman taken away was
calling for her child. The disaster
wal witnessed by thousands of per-
sons on shore, and as rapidly as pos-
sible hundreds of small boats and
launches set off to render assistance.
With the boat burning from under
his feet the catpain stuck to his post
fn the pllot house and the engineer
remained at his post below until the
boat was beached.

Even the passengers who did not
|1ump overboard were not safe, for
they were some distance from the
shore, and the boat was a veritable
furnace,

The greatest losa of life was caused

deck. It fell with a crash, crush-
ing hundreds who had gathered on
the lower deck. It was then the
greatest panic ensued, amid the living
stream of persons going over the rail- |
ing into the water. Patients in tha
hospitals on the islands became al
most insane from fright at the ter-
rible scenes they were compelled to
witness. A lerge part of the crowd
on the steamer were little children,
and there was little hope for them
after they went overboarll. The cur
rent was strong and the little ones
were rushed to thelr deaths by the
whirl pools in Hell Gate.

At least fifty children perished In

by the collapsing of the heavy upper |’

M mhor"l lml. It 1s alleged GAmx
men fought with women to escape, re-
sulting in the trampling under foot of
scores of children.

Tha QGeneral Blocum had reached
Bunny Meadows, at the extreme east
of Raniall's island, when the fire
were discovered. By the time the
gteamer reached One Hundred and
Thirty-fitth street the excursionists
were driven to the rall, many of them
with clothing on fire, and they began
to jump overboard by twos and threes.
When One Hundred and Thirty-eighth
street was roached the hurricane deck
collapsed. Many persons were
thrown Into the water, but hundreds
were precipitated into the lower deck,
which Itself was a mass of women and
children.

Many of the bodies recovered were
horribly burnad. It will be hours be-
fore the fire in the hold of the vessel
i out, and the bodies removed there-
from.

A tug of the New York .Cantral
saved nearly a score through the
heroism of an unknown man. This
man stood on the paddle wheel box of
the Slocum and passed women and
children to the tug until he was driv-
en back by flames  Ile then jumped
into the tug himself.

Neither policemen mnor firemen,
when this occurred walited to remove
thelr coats, but jumped ovarboard
and saved a great many who would
otherwise have been drowned.

Both firemen and wreckers say the
greatest loss of life, extending into
the hundreds, occurred In the hold.

North Brother {sland, where the
Slocum was beached, I8 occupled by
municipal charity hospitals, and a con-
slderable number of physiclans and
nurses were immediately summoned.

Bodles Drifted Ashore

For hours the bodles of the burned
and the drowned drifted ashore on the
|sland, and between One Hundred and
Thirty-first street and One Hundred
and Thirty-eighth street in Manhattan.
Some came ashora still alive. Many
of these dled, but others will recover.

The sceng was pitiable in the ex-
treme, as the llving and dead were
brought in, Rows of bodles were
stretcl *q1 along the beach. Hysterical
women and frantic men went along
looking at one after another, searching
for children and friends. Women with
disfigured faces, their clothing par-
tially stripped from them, were car-
ried to the Improvised emergency hos-
pital, erying for children who had
been torn from them In the mad rush
when the boat took fire.

Meanwhile the Slocum burned to
the water's edge. At 12:26 o'clock,
two hours and twentgfive minutcs
after the fire was discovered, she sank.
It Is estimated that there were nearly
100 charred bodies on her decks. Just
after the steamer sank the water near
by was black with bodles. The tug
Fidelity succeeded In picking up
elghty-elght charred corpses in Hunt's
cave, off Ricker's island and carrled
:«m Into the sound. None of thase
bodles, 1t Is thought, can cver be {den-
tified,

It is alleged that no attempt was
made to get out the fire apapratus at
the first ery of fire, though Captain
Van Shank says that he Immadiately
rang the bells for getting out the ap-
paratus. Aeccording to several state.
ments, no attempt was made to lower
hoats or life rafts.

North Brother Island, where the
vessel was beached, contalns a scarlet
fever ward. The patients who wit-
nessed the disaster were ordered in-
doors, and the doctors hastened to the
rescue of those who had been washed
ashore, but some gcores of persons

this manner.

After the rall gave way and the
passengers who had crowded l.nlnll.!
it were pushed into the river, moth-,
ers and children became separated
and frantically sought each other,
while in several cases fathers and
mothers, gathering their children to-
gether, jumped with them Into the
water. Little children, holding each
other by the hand, jumped together
and were found afterwards clasped in

died while they were being attended
to.

According to a statement Issued by
Coroper O’'Gorman, 483 bodies have
been recovered from the destroyed
vessel, burned to death or drowned
and found on the shores to which they
had been washed or picked up In the
river to which they had jumpad or
fallen from the burning vessel.

Tugs are arriving hourly with bodies
from North Brother |sland.
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